In Jyvaskyla 9.7.2010
Hey!

After a spring which was eventful to say the least, and filled to the
brim with essays and exams, | had to face the fact that my year in
Poland was about to come to its end. During my last few weeks
there the weather was sunny and perfect. The summer of Poznan
was only beginning, with tourists flocking to the city for its festivals
and various different events. Despite all this excitement, | started to
feel like going home. My plane arrived in Finland just before Mid-
summer, which was the perfect timing. | was happy to return, albeit
watching the football World Championships might have been a tad
more interesting in Poland, since a couple of the players from the
highly ranked German national team were born Poles. In any case,
| did witness some football-related craziness in May when Lech
Poznan won the Polish football league. After the victorious week-
end, some 7000 kilos of beer cans and bottles were collected from
the streets of Poznan. | think it tells its own story about the level of
the celebrations...

Since returning
to Finland | have
tried to think of
ways to describe my year in Poland in one paragraph or a
few sentences. | think it might be a mission impossible, but
still  was able to come up with two words: life changing. The
student exchange offered me everything | expected and so
much more. When students are blessed with such great
chances for intenational mobility, | encourage everyone to
seize the opportunity and go, even if seems scary at first. |
would especially like to recommend Central Eastern Europe,
and of course Poland, for a student exchange, travelling or
working. Even though Slavic languages are quite difficult for
us Finnish speakers, | can guarantee that you will have a
hard time finding a cosier, homelier atmosphere and kinder people elsewhere in Europe. In these letters | have
many times pointed out how many similarities there are to life in Poland and in Finland, and how alike Poznan
and Jyvaskyla are. After attending a meeting between representatives of each city, | am even more convinced
that these two cities have found a perfect partnership in each other, and | can only hope that there will be more
co-operation between them in the future.

Now after a rather busy few weeks | have settled back into Central Finland. Memories of Poznan are still vivid in
my head, however. Although adapting to Finland again has its fair share of problems, | am also happy | am
back. I'm not missing Poland too bad either, because with one hundred per cent certainty | can say that | will
return there time and again. In a similar way to Poland fascinat- :
ing me before the exchange, it has now become like a second
home for me, with people and places | know and love. And that
for sure must be one of the greatest things that has ever hap-
pened to me!

Do widzenia,

Anna




