30 December 2009
Hello again,

This time | send greetings from my dear home land of Finland,
because right after the middle of December | left Poznan to
spend my holidays at home. December in Poznan was cold as
ever! Before | left, the thermometer pointed at minus six on
most mornings, and for the locals that is already quite freezing.
However, once returning to Finland and waiting to catch a bus
home in minus twenty degrees, the temperatures in Poznan
seemed like a distant dream.

I am happy to have had the possibility of witnessing the pre-

yuletide in Poznan, though. A few days before | left, the

Poznan Bethlehem Christmas market was opened on the old

market square of the city. The wonderful, annual event drew

massive crowds from one evening to another for a chance to

listen to Christmas carols, concerts and other performances.

Hot wine flew freely and traditional foods such as bigos and

pierogi’'s were consumed aplenty. Masses gathered to ogle the

wooden little  stalls

around the market

squares, from which different knickknacks, incense sticks,
candy, kielbasa, jewellery and decorative angels, for example,
were sold. To top it all off, an ice sculpting competition had
taken place at the market square, and the amazingly beautiful
and intricate creations had been left to decorate the square,
bathed in a pool of lights. A pair of Finns had also participated
in the competition, and despite the brilliance of their work,
they had not reached the top three of the competition.

In addition to all this
glory, most of Poznan's
city centre has been cov-
ered with different lights
and decorations through-
out December. Before
Christmas every city is
the same, of course, but
it surely feels lovely to
see the floods of light
pouring down the trees on my way home from school. One could
always imagine to be amidst a fairytale..

In Poland, Christmas is definitely a celebration for family and
relatives. Had | stayed in Poland | could have partaken an au-
thentic Polish Christmas gathering, but | stayed true to both Pol-
ish and Finnish traditions and flew home to Finland instead. | will
also stay here for New Year's as well, which in both Poland and Finland is often referred to as Syl-
wester. The proceedings of a traditional New Year's Eve in Poland seem to be quite similar to those in
Finland. The main thing is to socialize with one’s friends and close ones, celebrate the past and the
coming, and gather to old town squares and city centre’s to see the bonfires, which mark the begin-
ning of a new year. Even if | will start the new decade off in Finland, | will surely celebrate 2010 in
Poznan as well once | get back there.

A happy new year to everyone,
Anna



