25 September 2009

Hello!

| visited Poland for the first time in 2001. Despite my young age, the charm, the friendly people and
the consonant-clustered language of Poland made a lasting impression on me. Throughout the follow-
ing years | noticed, time and again, that | frequently longed after the Slavic landscape. Indeed, before
the present year | have been to Poland for a few times already, and have experienced the country
from one end to another.

Short visits have not been enough, though. While travelling, | have always wished to one day live in
this mysterious part of Europe for a longer stretch of time. Nine years after the first visit my dream is
about to come true. Thanks to the University of Jyvaskyla and the Erasmus student exchange pro-
gramme, | am currently in process of settling down in Poland, hopefully for a year. The city in question
is Poznan, which is situated in the west of Poland, and is a friendship city of Jyvaskyla.

I have been studying in the University of Jyvaskyla for three
years so far. | have mostly been studying English, intercul-
tural communication and tourism. In the Adam Mickiewicz
University in Poznan new challenges await. The goal of my
studies is to learn the wonderful yet seemingly impossible
Polish language, with a hefty side order of history and culture
of Poland. My idea is that since | am so interested in the sub-
* ject, and will be there to learn on the spot, why not do it as
properly as possible?

My first encounter with Poznan, which is inhabited by
600.000 people, happened only a few weeks ago, when | left
Finland behind me for the sake of travelling and studying.

i Judging by the few days spent there, | feel like my decision

| to choose Poznan was the absolute correct one. In compari-
son to Jyvaskyla, Poznan is a student-oriented city as well,
brimming with life and cultural events.

The long history of the city and the country is evident every-

¥ . s where, in the form of monuments and museums, as well as
in the thoughts and Words of the Poznanlan people. Also, you just cannot get bored while roaming
through the fascinating streets and exploring the hidden corners of Poznan, or while walking at the
picturesque Old Town Square!

Moreover, as a comparison to Jyvaskyla, in addition to a few bigger events, mass tourism is appar-
ently nowhere to be seen in Poznan. It seems that tourist crowds tend to be drawn to the better
known alternatives of Warsaw and Cracow, for example. Therefore one can sense a spirit of togeth-
erness in the area of Greater Poland. Poznan is proud of its position as the economical leader of the
country, as well as of its status as the agricultural centre of Poland - “Pyrlandia” or Potatoland, as they
say. During my first visit | did, in fact, get to try some local special dishes made out of potatoes.

| have to say | was so impressed, | memorized the ingredients immediately for some future attempts
in home cooking!



| admit, all of this could as well be all about the first infatuation | have with Poznan. However, at this
moment | cannot wait to anchor myself in the city and getting on with everyday life there.

In the future my intention is to write here monthly and share how life has treated me in Poland and
how | experience Poznan and its people. During the next year | hope to illustrate the similarities and
differences of Polish and Finnish cultures. | will try to achieve this, for example, by comparing the past
events of the countries and the thoughts and the traditions of the peoples. | will also compare normal
city life in Poland and in Finland, and more precisely, in Poznan and Jyvaskyla. | think these two cities
are more alike than one would think! Moreover, too many people in Finland and elsewhere, the East-
ern Bloc still exists, and | hope to shed some light on this matter as well. It is about time to move on
from unnecessary prejudices!

It remains to be seen what adventures shall come my way, and what the whole experience will teach

me in the long run. One sure thing is that certain things in Poland will most probably make me appre-

ciate Finland more than ever, and hopefully vice versa. | have not yet had the chance to be homesick,
and | am eager to see if | will be.

Next month I will tell more about how life in Poznan has begun, and what my first impressions are on,

for example, the bureaucracy in Poland. Being an exchange student brings along with it a humongous
amount of paperwork, and apparently in Poland that might take quite an amount of time to get through
of. We will see!

In the meanwhile, my Finnish travel/exchange blog can be found at
http://puolastapuhuja.blogspot.com. Visit for pictures and for a chance to make your comments!

Until next month,

Anna



